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 When I take a vacation, I love to travel light.  Since I read, read, read, I have never been able to travel as lightly as I would 
like.  I have always needed to take too many books along.  This year for a two and a half week vacation, I packed everything I 
needed in a bag smaller than my purse because I bought an E-Reader.  I could take, literally, dozens of books with me without taking 
up any space.  I love the esthetics of books and was hesitant about actually being able to appreciate an E-Reader, but I quickly be-
came addicted and found E-Readers to be wonderful inventions for readers who like to be surrounded by stacks of books.  Although 
there is a charge for a new book (generally around $10.00) there are lots of classics available for free or around $1.00.  Borrowing 
books from the library is always my first option when I need a book; it is nice to travel with a library of my own.  Now, if I can just 
be disciplined enough to avoid clicking that little “buy” button every time I am tempted, I’ll be fine! 
 My vacation reads this winter included DEVIL’S COMPANY by David Liss.  Historical mysteries are very popular in our 
library and there are always waiting lists for authors such as Elizabeth Peters and Anne Perry, but David Liss seems to have fallen 
through the cracks a bit.  He tells a really good story and his books are worth reading. 
 Anne Lamott writes both fiction and non-fiction.  Her books are poignant, observant, thought provoking and sometimes 
irritating.  Her observations and comments are often irreverent, but her spirit and attitude are always reverent.  An odd dichotomy, 
but makes for interesting reading.  The book I read on vacation was her wonderful non-fiction BIRD BY BIRD, SOME INSTRUC-
TIONS ON WRITING AND LIFE.  (She has a new fiction book, IMPERFECT BIRDS).  BIRD BY BIRD is about her experi-
ences and lessons while teaching writing and what she learned. 
 BLEAK HOUSE by Charles Dickens is a really rewarding classic.  It is a great story full of all sorts of characters, good, 
bad, wrong intentioned and mismatched.  It has, as Dickens always does, several subplots.  The main story is the impact of a court 
case on the participants over the course of several generations and the impact of false hopes.  If you are in the mood for a classic, you 
can’t go wrong with BLEAK HOUSE.  

COMPUTERS & TECHNOLOGY 

Cathy’s Reflections on “Vacation Reads” 

 
 
 
MEL DATABASES 
 The MeL databases are the best source of information from home, school or work.  Just go to www.mel.org and take a quick 
look at the thousands of full-text periodicals that are available, or the tens of thousands of e-books that can be borrowed, or the data-
bases such as HeritageQuest and Learning Express..  One of our favorite areas is the “Books and Reading” databases.  If you are a 
book lover and are looking for great suggestions for books that you will enjoy, try some of the databases that allow you to enter your 
criteria.  Titles will be suggested.  It is really fun to see what books are suggested (and to try to figure out why). 
 Google and other search engines are tools and for many informational needs they are terrific, but for research, the MeL da-
tabases are excellent.  They are chosen by librarians and meet standards of accuracy that most search engines cannot replicate.  Be-
cause the information is accurate, it is a time saver for a researcher to use the authenticated MeL databases. 
 
DIGITIZATION OF HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS 
 Our library has a collection of historical Frankfort newspapers that we are hoping to eventually make available in digital 
format for the public.  Although this project is at the beginning stages, we have a couple of volunteers who are working on it.  Helen 
Dewey is looking into the possibilities and method of digitization, and Sandy Olsen is doing a complete inventory of our holdings. 
 Digitization is important because the newspapers are deteriorating.  We want them to be available to future researches and 
historians and to be in an easily accessible format. 

A BIT OF HISTORY ~ Frankfort Library 1994 ~ be-
fore addition added. 

Library Board President, Pete Sandman, left, and Dr. 
Paul Pate, right, welcome Frankfort Public Library’s 
new Director, Cathy Carter. 
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TRANSFORMATION OF THE LIBRARY 

LtoR:  Steve Ulrich checking out his winter reads from Cathy Carter who is very happy as that means fewer books to move.  A slight idea of the work involved in 
boxing up the books!!  Library personnel and volunteers involved in the endless job of packing up the books for the move. 

Shelves, shelves and more shelves to pack up.  Thank goodness for all the help!  Photo of David’s Harborside on Main Street, Frankfort, which served as the library’s 
temporary space.  How exciting, the library is taking shape. 

Gorgeous blue carpeting being laid.  And now, the volunteers are back to work putting all the books back on the shelves.  WOW, how beautiful the new library is!!  
THANKS EVERYONE!! 

A PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNEY OF THE RENOVATION 
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  Friends of the Library 
Board 

President:          Joseph P. Hommel 
Vice-President: Mary Lou Wichert 
Treasurer:         Gloria S. Boyd 
Secretary:          Margaret Strong 
Trustees:           Geraldine Hyams 
             Margaret T. Griffen 
              Janet Robb          

 

BENZIE SHORES 
DISTRICT  LIBRARY 

630 MAIN STREET 
FRANKFORT, MI 49635-0631 

(231) 352-4671 
 

Library Director:   Cathy Carter 
Library Assistants:Cindy Collier  
       Julie Morris 
       Hilary Turner 
       Stacy Pasche 

Hours: 
Monday & Wednesday 

10:00 am-8:00 pm 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

10:00 am-5:00 pm 
Saturday 

10:00 am-5:00 pm 
Internet website: 
www.benzieshoreslibrary.org 

Benzie Shores  
District Library 

Board 
President:    Jon Armstrong  
Vice-President:   Jennie Schmitt 
Secretary:  Virginia Freeman   
Treasurer:    James Ryan 
Trustees:   Jonathan Hawley 
    Patricia Laarman 
    Jim Mackenzie 

BOOK SHARE GROUP 

        The Book Share Group now meets 
the second Wednesday of the month at 
9:00 a.m. at the library.   
        The group meets for one hour.  Dur-
ing that time each person takes a turn 
talking about one book.  When everyone 
has had a turn, the process is repeated 
until 10:00 a.m..  Attending the Book 
Share Group is a great way to hear about 
books you might not hear of otherwise.  
Some recently read titles include STILL 
ALICE by Lisa Genova;  GEORGE-
TOWN LADIES SOCIAL CLUB: 
POWER, PASSION AND POLITICS IN 
THE NATION’S CAPITOL by C. David 
Heymann, and HELP by Kathryn Stock-
ett.  

Benzie Shores District Library Shorelines 
Computer Layout & Editor 

Kay E. Hommel 

The Friends of the Library congratulate the library on a very 
successful renovation project, and thank our members for 
their support in this endeavor.  This renovation insures the 
library will continue to be an outstanding asset to the commu-
nity.  We couldn’t have done it without YOU!! 
 
 On a business note, the Friends of the library will 

hold their ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS on JULY 15, 
2010 at 9:30 a.m. in the library.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
 Thanks again for your continuing support.  Without it the “Friends” could not 
support the library as effectively as we do.      
  

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY     

       The Benzie Shores District Library 
has a delightful new logo and slogan.  It 
appears on our website and also at the 
top of this newsletter.  We hope it will 
help us portray our philosophy and com-
mitment to service. 

LOGO AND SLOGAN 


