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ESTATE GIFT GIVEN TO BSDL
The bare facts of Audrey Carlsonds |life are straightfo

all her life, and died at the Maples on September 17, 2010. This, however, does not define who Audrey was, what gshre valued
how she lived her life. To do that you have to delve deeper and talk to the people who knew Audrey to find out thehirmdson be
the bare facts.

If you visit with some of the people at Frankfort Manufacturing where Audrey worked for forty years, you hear that she wa:
always helpful and good hearted in her role as office manager. Yet you also hear that behind the friendly personanesisadn ele
st eel when it came to accountability and office r econthds.
accounts over which she presided. Good records were important to her and maybe this was one of the reasons she callued her
library.

Anot her constant in Audreyés |ife was her I ifelong i n
ways saw her in church, attentive to the fiGood Newsowaand :
reserved in nature and mild spoken, she preferred to let her life and actions speak of her faith. Actions like thedd@uidgeya
gave to her mother during the last period of her life demonstrated her kindness.

Audrey died as she had lived, being concerned for others. This concern was demonstrated in the arrangements she mad
her estate. In executing her last wishes after she died, it was found that Audrey had signed over a certificate efatppusivas
and unrestricted gift to Benzie Shores District Library. The Library is honored and pleased to recognize this contribAtidn a
reyds |ife of giving.
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ceiving the Carlson estate gift frorBlake WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Our budget process begins with a strategic planning workshop in April. At that time the library board, Friends ecaodtive
mittee, staff and volunteers discuss priorities for the upcoming year. This year issues that were mentioned in thdlsbevesy, w
viewed. We thank everyone who took the time to complete the survey. We appreciate the many, many kind comments and about
library and the staff. Thank you!

LIBRARY SERVICES SURVEY

The results of the Library Services Survey conducted this summer have been very informative. It is always shgtrising
there are services that the staff use every day, such as MeLCat and access to the MeL databases, that many of ow mateons hav
used.

After reading all of the comments, we have realized that there are some misunderstandings.

1. Parking issues There were some comments on the parking. We fully agree that parking is an issue in the summer. Durin
the busy months, the staff members park on the street. We have looked into expanding the parking lot, but with the Frar
fort Complete Streets being discussed, we have decided to wait and see what happens with those plans.

2. Lighting: We have added a table lamp in the quiet study area, so that anyone who has a problem with overhead lighting
a light sensitivity issue can use that area to read. We also have laptops that can be borrowed at the circulatioselésk and
in the library. Patrons may take a laptop into the quiet study area and use the table lamp.

3. MelLCat: There is a misunderstanding about renewing MeLCat InterLibrary loans. The MeLCat books circulate for three
(3) weeks. For the most part, they can be renewed ONE time. You can renew remotely by going to your MeLCat (MyMeL
account . Just <call the |ibrary and we6l | talk you thr

4, Chi | dr_e:nThespeaxaclechair is still here. The boat is now at the Marshall Library.

5. Restricted Loan Periods All books circulate for three (3) weeks, including the new ones. The books that circulate for
only one week are those with a reserve list. For example, EXPLOSIVE EIGHTEEN has several people waiting on the re
serve list. While people are waiting, the loan period is one week. As soon as there are no reserves, the check out pel
reverts to 3 weeks.

6. Telescope The telescope is still here. If there is a program it is moved to a bay window, but it is still here and very much
used.

7. What you can do from home You can browse the library collection, reserve materials, and renew what you have checked
out (unless someone is waiting). You can also use MeLCat. Through MeLCat you can order titles from other libraries ar
you can renew the materials you have checked out. If you have ordered something, you can also check and make sure

in transit.
8. MeL databases Remote access to the MelL databases is available around the clock. These databases make access to
able information easy and fast. To try them, stardt at

corner. Imagine it is in the middle of the night and you would like to check Consumer Reports about buying a new mat
tress. Just turn on your computer and go to the MeL site. Consumer Reports is available for searching. You can find out
about what a good nightds sleep you can get on a new m
9. Chairs: We hope to purchase two more easy chairs before summer.
10. Young adult section We had a grant to improve the young adult section. However, the survey indicated that we need tc
buy more young adult books. This winter we will have a teen page on our website and a blog, so that our busy readers, b

local and the ones who are far away, can give us suggestions on books they would like the library to own

COMPUTERS & TECHNOLOGY

MeLCat Requests

OVER ONE MILLION REQUESTS! The Michigan eLibrary InterLibrary loan system has processed over 1,000,000 requests
this year, with a fill rate of over 90%. The Benzie Shores District Library participates in this system in which patremgsesin
materials ofline from home. The last fiscal year, we had a total of 2426 requests by our patrons for materials fromaother libr
and we supplied 996 materials to other libraries. This important project is made possible by grant funds from thauteSfInsti
Museum and Library Services and administered through the Library of Michigan.
MeLCat from Home, Work or School

MeLCat I nterlibrary Loan is turning into one of theted i br e

from all over the state. We urge you to try the system from home...just give us a call if you have any questions.
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GENEALOGY SERVICES
AND SUPPORT

The following resources are helpful for genealogists, but also great for anyone
interested in research or just looking up fun facts. All sources are available at BSDL.
Digitized Newspapers
The digitization project is complete. The Benzie County newspapers are availgble fj R

remotely from the | ibraryds website. OUé

anywhere in the world, at no charge and without a library card. This service is egpe-

cially helpful to genealogists and history buffs. February 21, 20127:00 p.m.

Yearbooks AMy Experiences |as

Although the library does not have a complete collection of Frankfort High Schqol Sur vi vor o

yearbooks, they are available-tme through the FrankfolE | ber t a Scho ¢ | 6 s byMatirsLowerberg
Internet Genealogy Magazine PLEASE NOTE: This special prograin
There is a perpetual interest in genealogy. In addition to the access to our digit|zeil be held on TUESDAY, February
newspapers and access through the school website to local yearbooks, the lipéiky2012.
now subscribes to the magazine INTERNET GENEALOGY. As with all magazings,
the current issue cannot be checked out, but past issues circulate for one week. |At this time there is no program
Ancestry Library Edition scheduled for March.
The Friends of the Library have subscribeditaestry Plus for in-library use only.
The library edition of this fabulous genealogy database allows patrons to do resepitte  Reflections series, which i
and to print information. It is available on library workstations and laptops that yssonsored by the Friends of the Librgry,

the | ibraryés wireless access. is offered every third Wednesday of
Michigan eLibrary the month (except December), is opgn

I f you go to the | ibraryés website atothe mublic, ank is free of bharge. ilfis t |
take you to the Michigan eLibrary homepage. On the homepage, click pmeld at the Benzie Shores Distiict
fgeneal ogyo and there wildl be three |dMbraryy hel pful aregs.

with recommended websites. The second is the key resources which will link yod to
the three main Mel genealogy databases. The third is links to MeLCat with shg
gested subjects to use for research.

Mel Cat BENZIE SHORES DISTRICT
For genealogical research, one way to reach MeLCat is through the MeL gen LIBRARY TO HOST

ogy page. Another way is to start at the webpage and click on the MelCat icon in eUSERS GROUP

lower right hand corner. You need your library card number to place an order.

New Genealogy Group For the past year, the library has of-

A new genealogy group, the Benzie Area Genealogical Society, was formed lasteq a collection of eBooks and
year. Meetings are held at the Benzie Area Historical Museum in Benzonia. Meglidiobooks for check outThis service
ings will resume in April 2012. Information will be available at the BSDL. called OverDrive. has more than doubled

in usage over the past yeabDue to the
popularity of eReaders, the Benzie
Shores Library Staff is offering an
eReaderds Users Groupg
trons to share eReader tips and
tricks. Other topics of discussion will be
where to find books and other library
resources.If you own an eReader or are
thinking of purchasing one, please join
our group as we discover the exciting
world of eBooks. Our first meeting will
What a fun ti me. Tlhe €I Thyrsday.n Japyasyy 124 at 4Q00

crafts after loving the Grinch program

FOOD FOR FINES
The Benzie Shores District Library participated in a FOOD FOR FINES amnesty
program. From Thanksgiving to New Years Day donations of -penishable food
items and other necessities such as toilet paper, shampoo, toothpaste and paper towel
were accepted and given to local area food banks. As always, we are grateful for the
The AGrincho drew |a c generosity of our patrons.




